
115—THE DAILY TELEGRAPH, www.dailytelegraph.com.au Thursday, April 5, 2007—115

+

+

PU
B:

ED
:

1 
 2

  3
  4

  D
ro

p

2/12/95

2
5

6
7

8
15

25
50

75
98

dm
in

dm
ax

P
R

O
O

F
 

  
  

 
O

K
 

  
  

 
C

O
R

R
E

C
T

IO
N

 
S

IG
N

A
T

U
R

E
:

E
D

A
D

P
R

O
D

3
2

1
0

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

4
5

6
7

8

C
M

Y
K

C
M

Y
K

11
5

5-
A

P
R

-2
00

7
D

T
M

11
5

5-
A

P
R

-2
00

7
D

T
M

S
T

S
T

Shattered Klim’s messa ge to swim team

I’m sorry for letting
all my mates down

SWIMMING

At the crossroads . . . Michael Klim (right) with wife Lindy and Eve nightclub owner Nick
Russian on Sunday night. Picture: CHRIS EVANS

By JIM WILSON

OLYMPIC champion
Michael Klim has broken his
silence and aplogised for miss -
ing an official team function
at the end of the world swim -
ming championships.

Klim says his career is now
at the crossroads but admits
he never bypassed Sunday
night ’s function intentionally
to attend a nightclub with wife
Lindy and good friend , em -
battled star Ian Thorpe.

In an exclusive interview
with The Daily Telegraph ,
Klim has also revealed he ’s
mentally fragile and that he ’ll
contemplate his future in the
next fortnight.

‘‘I know that by doing this
and going to the nightclub on
Sunday night that I have let
the team down and I would
like to apologise to them and
coach Alan Thompson for my
actions ,’’ Klim said.

‘‘I have placed my team -
mates and coach into a diffi -
cult position and this has re -
sulted in negative publicity for
the sport. ’’

Klim says he ’s mentally and
physically exhausted and
wants to contemplate his fu -
ture over the next fortnight.

He ’s considering retirement
and ending a spectacular
career that ’s included world
championship and Olympic
gold medals.

Klim is attempting to be -
come the first Australian
swimmer to compete in four
Olympic Games in Beijing
next year.

‘‘I have been under a lot of
pressure in recent months
and after not swimming well
during the world champion -
ships I need a break from
swimming ,’’ Klim said.

‘‘I am not in great space at
the moment and the mental
and physical stress has taken
a heavy toll.

‘‘I have to work out in the
next few weeks whether I
have the energy and focus to
not only achieve a goal of four
Olympics , but I have to consid -
er my teammates and the
country whom I love repre -
senting. ’’

Klim has explained the
build -up to his decision to
bypass Sunday night ’s official
Australian team functio.

He ’s revealed an emotional
address he made to team -
mates during the world cham -
pionships when he told the
squad of his mental battle.

On Sunday , he informed
Australian head coach Alan
Thompson of his decision not
to compete at Tuesday night ’s
Duel in the Pool meet in
Sydney. Klim ’s accreditation
was taken away from him but
he maintains he was unaware
of the team function on
Sunday night.

‘‘I realised that I was pulling
out of an agreement with the
team but I wasn ’t in the right
frame of mind to be swimming
in Sydney and just needed a
break from the pool ,’’ Klim
told The Daily Telegraph .

‘‘The decision to go to the
nightclub is something I re -
gret but if I ’d decided to swim
in Sydney , then I would have
gone to the team dinner. I
made the wrong call and for
that I ’m sorry to my team. ’’

Klim faces a sanction from
Swimming Australia for his
no show at the team dinner
and his penalty could be a fine
or possible suspension.

‘‘I am awaiting a full report
from Alan [Thompson ] and
then the board will consider
what action will be taken ,’’
Swimming Australia chief
executive Glenn Tasker said
last night.

‘‘Until I receive that report
from the head coach , then I
won ’t speculate what penal -
ties Michael will face. ’’

It ’s understood Klim yester -
day apologised to Thompson
and team captain Grant
Hackett.

Senior members of Austra -
lia ’s squad were surprised at
Klim ’s out of character behav -
iour that led to his decision to
miss Sunday night ’s team
function.

Last night , Klim made an
impassioned plea to be for -
given and time to make the
right decision on his career.

‘‘The last couple of months
have made me think long and
hard about my future ,’’ Klim
said. ‘‘I am now going to take
time out with my family to re -
assess what my priorities are
and work out if I will continue
swimming. ’’

Exclusive interview with
Australian swimming coach
Alan Thompson: Page 110

EXCLUSIVE

Kitten Hawkins will be a
top Cat says Thompson

By ROGER VAUGHAN

GEELONG coach Mark Thompson
is happily fuelling the excitement at
the AFL club surrounding father -son
recruit Tom Hawkins.

Thompson ’s readiness to talk about
Hawkins contrasts sharply with Gee -
long ’s attitude in the last two years to
fellow father -son newcomer Nathan
Ablett , who the Cats eased into senior
football.

Geelong expect 18 -year -old Hawkins
to make his senior debut before round
six. He kicked another two goals last
weekend for their VFL side.

‘‘It ’s just different people , Nathan

was introverted and wasn ’t sure that
he wanted to play ,’’ Thompson said.

‘‘Tom wants to play , that ’s all he
wants to do. He ’s been living away
from home for a couple of years , so he ’s
independent — living in Geelong isn ’t a
problem , he has a lot of family here. ’’

The son of star Geelong defender
Jack Hawkins was outstanding in last
year ’s national under -18 champion -
ships and would have been a high draft
pick if available.

Thompson said it was unlikely Haw -
kins would make his AFL debut on
Saturday against Carlton at Telstra
Dome , but intimated that moment is
fast approaching.

Star . . . Libby Lenton

Libby’s
record
on hold

AUSTRALIAN swimming
authorities will today submit
Libby Lenton ’s 100m
freestyle world record to the
sport ’s top body for
ratification after she broke it
during a mixed relay.

The Australian star
became the first woman in
history to bust through the
53-second barrier , but did it in
the lead -off leg of a mixed
4x100m relay at the Duel in
the Pool against a male
United States swimmer on
Tuesday night.

Lenton , who was racing US
superstar Michael Phelps ,
ransacked the record with a
time of 52.99 seconds , but the
unusual nature of the race
means FINA must verify it to
avoid any controversy over
the fact that she had Phelps
leading her.

Swimming Australia ,
however , had no doubts.

‘‘We have already begun
the process of submitting the
relevant paperwork to
FINA ,’’ said Swimming
Australia chief executive
Glenn Tasker.

‘‘FINA will then follow
their normal ratification
procedures ,’’ he added ,
cautioning however the
process can take many weeks.

But Tasker said after
talking to key officials at the
sport ’s governing body ,
FINA , he fully expected it to
ratify the record.

‘‘The rule states about
pacing , so if it was a fair
dinkum race off the gun then
there is no reason why the
world record will not be
ratified ,’’ he said.

‘‘We have been told to
submit the forms and all the
details and they cannot see a
reason why FINA will not
ratify it. ’’

Lenton ’s stunning
performance was however
not enough to clinch the Duel
in the Pool match for
Australia , as the USA won
the meet for the third time in
succession , scoring 181.5
points to Australia 129.5.

Lions fans say farewell to Vossy

Honoured . . . Michael Voss
and family. Picture: PETER WALLIS

By ANDREW HAMILTON
Australian Football

THE Brisbane Lions will tonight
farewell their greatest player ,
Michael Voss.

The retired champion will walk a
lap of honour 25 minutes before
bouncedown in the clash between
the Lions and St Kilda , accompa -
nied by his children , Casey and
Kayla (6) and Gemma (3).

He joked that retirement had been
so good that it might take that long
to get around the oval — but most
people in the crowd will picture him
as he was at his awesome best.

As a captain , Voss had no peer.
He led his side to three consecutive

premierships and was called on to

skipper the All -Australian side twice.
He will also be remembered as one of
the best to have played the game.

In the decade before Chris Judd ,
Adam Goodes and Jonathan Brown
battled for the mantle as the game ’s
best , it was Voss and Wayne Carey
who competed for the honour.

Voss played the last of his 289
games in round 22 against the
Saints at the Gabba last year.

He has since become a respected
media commentator but is widely
tipped to assume a coaching career.

One theory is that Voss will take
the reigns from Leigh Matthews at
the Lions at the end of next year.

The making of Paul Roos
See MainGame
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